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	 It seems the world is always in need of saving.  Every generation 

has moaned and groaned about how things were going wrong in the 

world.  Every generation has had opinions about who should be doing 

what to make things right.  But that’s where it has always stopped.  On a 

much smaller scale, the same thing happens at a baseball game.  Oh, the 

shortstop should have been standing 20 feet to his right; after all, he 

knew the hitter always hits into left field, says the expert fan.  At the risk 

of mixing sports metaphors, we could call this Monday morning 

quarterbacking.   Everyone is perfectly sure how things could have been 

done better, but reluctant to get out there and do the job themselves.  

Sad, but true.  Most of us are totally unqualified for world diplomacy; nor 

do we have the skills to play major league baseball. 

  I recently read an article about charm.  To illustrate the difference 

between charm and charmlessness, the author began by comparing two 

friends of his.  He described his friend David as walking into a drycleaning 

establishment where everyone not only knew him, but stopped what they 

were doing to greet him.  David knew their names, and asked after their 

families. 

  The next friend he described was a man called Paul.  Apparently if 

you exclaimed over what a nice day it was, Paul would reply that it was going 

to rain.  Paul also noticed how you did things, and tended to criticize and 

explain how you could do them better.   
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We’ve all known both Davids and Pauls.  The Davids have brightened our day, 

and the Pauls have taken the edge off it.   

  What is it about charm? We tend to enjoy our time with the Davids 

of this word, but shy away from the Pauls.  Was David born with charm?  Can 

Paul learn it?  I imagine some people are born with it, but I also believe it can 

be learned.  The prpblem is, if it can be learned, then does that make learned 

charm less genuine?  Do the learners deliberately set out to charm someone?  

Some of them do do; some don’t.  Let’s be honest.  Some of them do 

sometimes. 

  As we look at our past presidents, Ronald Reagan comes to mind as a 

charmer.  He was easy-going, somewhat self-deprecating, and apparently 

open and honest.  And there is no doubt that he had a generally calming 

effect on national politics.  Bill Clinton was and still is charismatic, with an 

intense kind of charm.  Teddy Roosevelt said what he meant and meant what 

he said, loudly and with emphasis, and that drew people to him.  Different 

kinds of charm, but charm that was part and parcel of their success.  Most of 

the women charmers in American history have been movie stars.  Sadly, that 

kind of feminine charm is often dismissed as flirtatiousness.  

  What passes for charm today?  When I wrote that question, I 

stopped .  I could not think of a positive answer.  People nowadays seem to 

be swayed by loud voices, bad language and general bravado.  This appears 

to be the preferred way to attract attention.  In the recent presidential 

election we had two candidates who may have had some wonderful qualities, 

but both of them lacked charm. 

  We all know the world needs saving.  But how is charm going to save 

the world?  Here’s how.  I’m going to focus on what I believe to be the 

essence of charm, and that is love.  
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 Remember David walking into the dry cleaners and connecting warmly with 

the employees?  Apparently in the time David had been using this 

establishment, he had taken the time to learn the employees’ names and a 

bit about their lives.  Why did he bother?   He was not a politician.  He didn’t 

need to cultivate votes.  If he had simply wanted to be noticed and liked, he 

could have given them a monetary gift every Christmas.   

  My guess is that David had taken a friendly interest because he liked 

people.  So what’s so special about that?  Liking people went beyond just 

having a circle of chosen friends he was comfortable with.  It had to do with 

two basic human qualities: one is a strong feeling about being a part of the 

human race.   The other is a curiosity about your fellow human beings, and 

your willingness to learn from them.  These qualities are part of the 

foundation of love.   

  Assuming that genuine charm like David’s is based on a deep caring 

for humankind, how do the rest of us use it to save the world?   

  First of all, we have to try like the dickens to avoid the God complex.  

What is the God complex?  The God complex is an attitude that says, “I know 

best.”  Here’s an example.  Do you remember how people in our parents’ and 

grandparents’ generations assumed that their medical doctor always knew 

what he was doing?  My husband’s uncle was a doctor.  He was a dear and 

kind man, but when his daughter developed a heart condition and started 

taking natural remedies such as Hawthorne drops, he simply could not accept 

it.  Doctors in those days were pretty darn sure their medical training had all 

the answers, and they came across as pretty godlike both to themselves as 

well as others. 
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  The God complex can extend to nations.  The British Empire held 

enormous sway over world affairs for a very long time.  Remember the 

phrase, “the sun never sets on the British Empire”?  Well, after the second 

World War, the power shifted to the United States.  The United States 

became convinced that democracy was the best possible form of 

government.  Well-meaning, but God-like, we tried to export democracy to 

other nations.  It didn’t work.  Other nations were entrenched in centuries-

old ways of government, and were not willing or ready to change their ways. 

  A second guideline to saving the world with charm is the great heart 

quality of compassion.  Yesterday was the Jewish holiday of Yom Kippur.  It 

asks us to recognize our misdeeds and atone for them.  I remind you of this 

important holiday because  of our need to have compassion for ourselves as 

well as others.  The first thing to remember about compassion is that it is 

hard to get past our judgments.  Everyone here is basically a good person.  

Yet when you encounter a person with another skin color, different sexual 

orientation, even a different political party or faith, despite your good 

intentions you have deeply engrained reactions.  Face it.  We all have them.  

Intellectually, we can say, “ oh heavens no, I don’t feel that way.”  And in all 

honesty, you are indeed trying not to feel that way.  So we all need to 

challenge these ingrained feelings.  In the quietness of a meditation, or 

simply an alone moment ask yourself why you feel the way you do about 

someone who is different.  Don’t beat yourself up about it.  Address yourself 

with compassion, and ask a gentle ‘why’.  This is the beginning of your saving 

the world. 
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 Compassion does not exist without the light, loving note of charm.  It’s just 

not possible.  And that brings us to the third way to augment your natural 

charm.   Remember, first we said, get rid of the know-it-all God complex.  

Next we talked about the vital element of love.   

  Now, I am asking you to celebrate the Divine spirit that is within you.  

You may not believe that you have the Divine spirit in you.  But let me tell 

you, everyone does.  Even the cruelest, most heartless people.  They just 

aren’t aware of it yet.  But believe it or not, we are all part of God.  God is 

part of all of us.  Walt Whitman says, “I celebrate myself, And what I assume 

you shall assume, For every atom belonging to me as good belongs to you.”  

The essence of the Divine spirit is in us, and it is that bright star that we look 

to for guidance.   When we stumble or fall, or make an error in judgment, it is 

the Divine spirit (or at least a good friend) who says, ‘you know better than 

that.”  This is cause for great celebration! 

  So celebrate the best in you.  We’re here to save the world—not just 

a few of us--but every single one of us.  We may not be able to stop a war.  

We may not be able to influence the policy-making in Washington.  But I ask 

you to meet everyone, friends or foe, with warmth.  Show a genuine interest 

in them and their lives, without being intrusive.  Listen.  Respond with 

warmth.  Each person will leave you feeling refreshed, noticed and cared for.  

He or she will go on in their day to pass this new surge of good feelings to 

someone else. 

 

  You, bless you, will have begun the Divine task of saving the world 

deliberately, and with charm!  

  

  


